
Abbreviated Minutes:  Complete Minutes Are On File In The Clerk’s Office 

Madison County Commissioners 

Meeting Minutes 

   OCTOBER 28, 2013                      7:30 AM                                 COMMISSIONERS’ ROOM  

 

 

ATTENDEES 
 Commissioners:  Chairman Kimber Ricks, Jon Weber  and Todd Smith                                

 Deputy Prosecuting Attorney: Troy Evans  

 County Clerk:  Kim Muir, Deputy Clerk:  Brenda Stoor  

 

AGENDA TOPICS 

 

Breakfast with Legislators: 

Present were Sherry Arnold, Brent Saurey, Representative Doug Hancey, Dell Raybould and 

Senator Brent Hill. 

 

Items Discussed: 

 Food truck program was discussed and accountability of recipients.  

 Large complexes coming on the tax rolls next year and the tax issues they will cause. 

 Board of Tax Appeals 

Commissioners are feeling frustrated as assessments are set which they feel are fair to all 

county residents and, as such, the value doesn’t change during BOE.  Citizens then go to 

the State Board of Tax Appeals, and they lower the assessed value.  Commissioners feel 

the Board of Tax Appeals should better back our assessed values.  Full disclosure of real 

estate sales would be helpful.   

 Certificates of Residency/Community Colleges  

The situation was explained that the county is paying more for the certificates than what 

we receive from beer and alcohol revenue.  Commissioners feel this program is very 

good and want to see students continue their education past high school, but would like to 

see the State take funds off the top before they are disbursed and have cities and counties 

share this expense.  Brent Hill mentioned that it would be helpful if we could introduce a 

bill through Idaho Association of Counties. 

 Medicaid Expansion  

This issue was discussed.  Commissioners asked questions and legislators have no 

answers at this time. 

 The Department of Corrections and county jail reimbursement rates were briefly 

discussed.  The current jail rates were also discussed.  The Sheriff’s Association and IAC 

will present legislation to raise daily rates.    

 Urban renewal districts in Madison County were discussed.  In the future, Commissioners 

would like to see elected officials on the Urban Renewal Board.   

 Unfunded mandates and related issues 

Certificates of Residency and the raise in the CAT rate are examples of unfunded 

mandates.   

 Madison Memorial Hospital (Carriage Cove). As Carriage Cove comes on line, 

legislative assistance may be needed as far as the licensing process.    
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 Local Fiscal and Political trends - Federal Lands 

The State wants to get the federal lands back, and there has been controversy around this 

issue.  Representative Raybould stated that the state is prepared to take care of it unless 

there is a big wildfire.    

 A transportation plan was discussed to coordinate between Sugar City, Rexburg, the 

County and the region. A Madison County Regional Planning Organization (MCRPO) 

has been organized involving the County, Cities of Madison and Sugar, ITD and other 

interested parties.      

 

Health and Welfare - Indigent Clerk (Ann Marie Sorensen): 

Commissioner Ricks made a motion to go into Executive Session at 9:23 a.m. pursuant to Idaho 

Code 67-2345 (1)(b)(d)(f) exempt records, employee issues and to communicate with legal 

counsel regarding the legal ramifications of any legal options for pending litigation. 

(Commissioner Ricks-yes, Commissioner Weber – yes, Commissioner Smith-yes).   

Commissioner Ricks returned to Open Session 10:04 am.  Commissioner Weber made a motion 

to sign Liens on Case Nos. 2014001, 2014002 and 2014003.  Commissioner Smith seconded and 

voting was unanimous.     

 

Sheriff Klingler came to discuss some issues in his department. He stated there are serious 

issues with their vehicles, stating that 14 out of the 25 vehicles will have over 100,000 miles on 

them. They are budgeted for three new ones and, if possible, would like to get three more.  He is 

concerned about speed pursuits going bad because of high mileage.  Diesel engines should go 

farther than the gas engines, but there are issues and concerns with red fuel.  It has worked pretty 

well on the older vehicles, but new vehicles will not run on red fuel.  

 

The control panel was discussed and Sheriff Klingler reported that they have three bids. 

Commissioner Smith stated that the control panel is a priority over the cars, but it was pointed out 

that they will come from different funding areas.  

 

County Business: 
 Committee and Board Reports and Old Business, Reports and Assignments  

Commissioner Smith discussed the open meeting law and what was learned at the meeting 

with the Attorney General. 

 Commissioner Smith made a motion to approve the claims presented by the clerk.  

Commissioner Weber seconded and voting was unanimous. 

 Commissioner Ricks made a motion to approve the Commissioners’ Meeting Minutes for 

October 11, 2013. Commissioner Smith seconded and voting was unanimous. 

 Commissioner Ricks made a motion to approve Certificates of Residency for Sarah Powell, 

Jaquell Clark, Tanner Puzey, Landan Weber, Lacey Hamilton, Jeri Schlegelmilch, Jana 

Cherrington, Bradley Johnston, MacKenzie Burrell, Rachel Edstrom, Whitney Johnson and 

Shaylyn Benson. Commissioner Weber seconded and voting was unanimous. 

 Review Items Needing Action List.  

 Review and sign: FY12 JABG Project Award and DJC Year-End Reports for Juvenile 

Probation.  Commissioner Ricks made a motion to sign the FY 2012 JABG Project Award 

Grant and DJC year-end reports. Commissioner Smith seconded and voting was 

unanimous. 

 Review and sign:  Ballard Insurance Group - Business Associate Agreement. 

Commissioner Weber made a motion to accept the Integriflex Associate Agreement.  

Commissioner Smith seconded and voting was unanimous. 
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 Review and sign:  Integrated Management - Business Associate Agreement. Commissioner 

Weber made a motion to sign the Integrated Management Business Associate Agreement.  

Commissioner Smith seconded and voting was unanimous.  

 Review and sign:  Searle Hart & Associates - PLLC Proposal.  Commissioner Weber made 

a motion to sign the Searle Hart & Associates PLLC Proposal. Commissioner Smith 

seconded and voting was unanimous. 

 Review and sign:  D7 and Wood Pilot Project MOU.  Commissioner Ricks made a motion 

to sign the D7 and Wood Project MOU.  Commissioner Weber seconded and voting was 

unanimous.   

 Discuss Jury fees:  Commissioner Smith made a motion to increase jury fees to $20.00 per 

day. Commissioner Weber seconded and voting was unanimous. 

 Centennial Updates: Shauna Ringel is the representative and stated the final closing 

ceremony will be on November 7
th
.  A History Fair will be held in both school districts. 

There has been a lot of participation and gifts will be awarded. The final Centennial 

Committee Meeting will be held Wednesday, October 30th at 7:00 p.m. in the 

Commissioners’ Room. Shauna will do a final thank you and put in the newspaper. 

Commissioner Ricks will contact Bart Webster to see how additional donation requests are 

coming.   

 

Personnel Actions: 

Commissioner Ricks made a motion to approve the personnel actions. Commissioner Smith 

seconded and voting was unanimous. 

 

Brent McFadden - Findings of Fact/Victor Mendoza Zone Change:   

A zone change was presented. There was discussion on changing property from residential to 

commercial. No one has opposed Mr. Mendoza’s building. His building will be used as a 

Hispanic event center and others (Hispanic and non-Hispanic) will be able to rent the building. 

The parking is adequate. He has a building permit, but has to have approval for parking, 

landscaping and lighting.  Commissioner Smith made a motion to approve the Findings of Fact 

on the Victor Mendoza Zone Change.  Commissioner Ricks seconded and voting was unanimous. 

 

There was discussion about enhanced septic systems and Commissioners stated they don’t want 

to be in the septic business. Currently the code states that anything less than two acres has to be 

approved by Commissioners.  District 7 does testing and lets the builder know the requirements. 

Commissioner Weber would like to give options to the public.  

 

Brent mentioned that the weapons wording on the doors of the courthouse will be changing as per 

an administrative order from Judge Shinderling. 

 

Brent Saurey – Tax Issues/Cancellation Request: 

Bob Carlson was present to discuss delinquent taxes and request a cancellation of some interest 

and late charges. Commissioner Ricks made a motion to cancel the oldest year of penalties and 

interest for Bob Carlson, with the condition that the taxes be current by December 20, 2013. 

Commissioner Weber seconded the motion and voting was unanimous.    

 

Jared Bingham – Court Contract: 

Jared needs three full time people and a peer support specialist. If volume isn’t there, the contract 

is still guaranteed to pay. This will bring in $5,000 more per month than what they are getting 

now.  Commissioner Weber made a motion to sign the D7 and Wood Pilot Project MOU 

Contract. Commissioner Smith seconded and voting was unanimous.  
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Keith Davidson – Airport Discussion: 

Keith stated they received a grant from FFA to cover design and engineering. There was a 

discussion on the current site and if it is adequate for the future. Commissioner Smith feels the 

future of the airport probably is not at its current location and questioned whether we should use 

grant money now as it will not get less expensive if we wait to move the airport. There was 

discussion as to where we would find enough open space to build a new runway. The FFA Grant 

will help offset costs. Conducting a feasibility study was discussed and what type of study would 

give the county an estimate of the costs. All agreed that the present airport must be maintained to 

minimum safety standards, but made sure investment of this grant and any funds should be 

directed toward future development in a new location.  Commissioner Ricks made a motion to 

approve the reallocation. Commissioner Smith seconded and voting was unanimous. 

 

Public Comment: 
Dan Roberts brought “The Law” book for each Commissioner and Clerk. He stated he did not 

want the government telling him or anyone else how they can make a living on their own 

property.   

 

Shane and Kirsten Ruebush presented Commissioners with a list of items concerning codes and 

CUPS. They referenced chapters 115 and 117, which explain living space and area in sub 

divisions. They presented a letter asking questions, and Troy Evans was asked by Commissioners 

to respond.  They would like to meet in the near future to have their questions answered. 

    

Commissioner Ricks made a motion to go into Executive Session at 2:00 p.m. pursuant to Idaho 

Code 67-2345-(1)(b) to consider the evaluation of Madison County Department Officials.  

(Commissioner Ricks-yes, Commissioner Weber-yes, Commissioner Smith-yes)  Commissioner 

Ricks made a motion to return to open Session at 4:10 p.m. Commissioner Smith seconded and 

voting was unanimous. 

 

Tom Cluff – Regional Grant Status Report: 

The structure of this grant is to partner with other counties.  Madison and Fremont Counties are 

paired together to qualify for this grant. This grant is designed to create sustainable real estate.  It 

will incorporate principles which have been previously developed, and each county will be able 

to pick principles they like.  

 

This is a three year grant, and over half of the $l.5 million dollar project is complete. They are 

doing a solid study of the impact that a national monument designation would have on this area. 

Teton County hired Stephen Loosli to help coordinate the efforts to be compatible. There are 

indicators which help measure progress in our communities and the economic impact. They are 

making studies of water, protection of land, etc. It is not necessary to spend all of the grant 

money. They are making sure state and federal lands are not harmed by the designation of the 

monument.  Brent McFadden stated they are working on a multi-county plan for development 

concerning county boundaries. Teton and Fremont counties will need to coincide with Madison.  

Mr. Cluff would like someone at the meetings to represent Madison.     

 

Commissioner Smith made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 5:15 p.m.  Commissioner Weber 

seconded and voting was unanimous. 

 

Approved: 

   Kimber Ricks, Commission Chairman 

   Jon Weber, Commissioner 

Todd Smith, Commissioner 


