
Abbreviated Minutes:  Complete Set Of Minute Are On File In Clerk’s Office 

Madison County Commissioners 

Meeting Minutes 

   NOVEMBER 25,  2013                      8:00 AM                                 COMMISSIONERS’ ROOM  

 

 

ATTENDEES 
 Commissioners:  Chairman Kimber Ricks, Jon Weber and Todd Smith                          

 Deputy Prosecuting Attorney: Troy Evans  

 County Clerk:  Kim Muir, Deputy Clerk:  Brenda Stoor  

 

AGENDA TOPICS 

 

Health and Welfare - Indigent Clerk (Ann Marie Sorensen): 

Commissioner Ricks made a motion to go into Executive Session at 8:00 a.m. pursuant to Idaho 

Code 67-2345 (1)(d) exempt records. (Commissioner Ricks - yes, Commissioner Weber – yes 

Todd Smith - yes).  Commissioner Ricks returned to Open Session at 9:37 a.m. Commissioner 

Weber made a motion to sign Lien Releases on Case Nos. 2013043, 2013048 and 2013047, sign 

Liens on Case Nos. 2014004, 2010016 and 2014006, sign Determinations to Approve on Case 

Nos. 2013049 and 2014002 and sign an Amended Determination of Approval on Case No. 

2013046.  Non-Medical:  Sign a Determination to Approve on Case No. N2014003. 

Commissioner Ricks seconded and voting was unanimous.     

 

County Business: 

Reports:   

 Commissioner Ricks attended an all-day training with the Henry’s Fork Watershed 

Council Meeting. The meeting included ag, recreation and other water interests and was 

the 20
th
 anniversary of the Watershed Council. 

 Tax exempt issues were discussed for the Development Company.  Commissioner Weber 

will take this issue to the board.   

 Judge Moeller would like to keep the transition house as is.  It is a critical part of the 

court/probation process.  

 Payments for remaining centennial expenses were discussed.  Sharon Pirente is working 

on submitting a grant for the memory book.   

 Eric Miller, an engineer, has been contacting Commissioner Smith regarding Twin 

Bridges.  He would like to get a grant and do some work on the project. 

Contracts/Documents: 

 Review and sign - Caterpillar Financial Services Contract.  Commissioner Smith made a 

motion to sign the Caterpillar Financial Services Contract. Commissioner Weber 

seconded and voting was unanimous.   

 Review and sign - Road Report. Commissioner Weber made a motion to sign the Road 

Report.  Commissioner Smith seconded and voting was unanimous. 

 Review and sign - Contract for Grant Data Base Access. Commissioner Smith made a 

motion to sign the Contract for Grant Data Base Access. Commissioner Weber seconded 

and voting was unanimous. Commissioner Ricks suggested an access in the Sheriff’s 

Office and one in the Clerk’s Office to be accessible to others. 
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 Review and sign -  EMP Homeland Security Grant. Commissioner Ricks made a motion 

to sign the EMP Homeland Security Grant. Commissioner Weber seconded and voting 

was unanimous.  

 Review and sign - 2013 State Homeland Security Grant Award Document with 

Agreement Articles, Assurances and Certifications and Memorandum of Understanding 

(MOU). Commissioner Ricks made a motion to sign the 2013 State Homeland Security 

Grant. Commissioner Smith seconded and voting was unanimous. 

Discussion Items: 

 Crises Intervention Team and Training for Law Enforcement.  Commissioner Weber 

attended this meeting that trains officers to be prepared when they come in contact with a 

mentally unstable or suicidal person, rather than just taking them to the hospital or mental 

institution. Idaho has one of the highest suicide rates which they attribute to no state 

sponsored group and no funding for a program.  

 Quarterly Review of Current and Projected Budget/Cash Liabilities Report. 

Commissioner Smith made a motion to transfer the funds needed to cover the cash 

through January from the general account to Solid Waste, Courts and the Justice Fund.  

Commissioner Ricks seconded and voting was unanimous.  This transfer is temporary 

and will be reversed after the December tax collections.   

 Airport Board Discussion. Commissioner Smith made a motion to approve the 

recommended changes in the Airport Board by-laws.  Commissioner Weber seconded 

and voting was unanimous. 

 Discuss Holiday Hours. Commissioners approved closing all county offices at noon on 

Christmas Eve.  County Offices will remain open on New Year’s Eve. 

 Hospital Board Appointments. Commissioner Weber made a motion to re- appoint Neil 

Erickson, Maurie Barton and Scott Dixon to the Hospital Board for three year terms.  

Commissioner Ricks seconded and voting was unanimous.     

Routine Matters: 

 Review Items needing Action List 

Commissioner Smith made a motion to approve the claims presented by the clerk.  

Commissioner Ricks seconded and voting was unanimous. 

 Commissioner Weber made a motion to approve the Commissioners’ Meeting Minutes 

for November 11, 2013. Commissioner Ricks seconded and voting was unanimous. 

 Commissioner Ricks made a motion to approve Certificates of Residency for McCaden 

Hjelm, Hayley Stewart, Sara Clawson, Nick Siepert, Payton Anderson, Jon O’Rullian, 

Zachery Telford and Rachel Barney. Commissioner Weber seconded and voting was 

unanimous. 

 

Personnel Actions: 

County employees received a 1% cola and a 0-2% merit raise county wide.  Specific details can 

be obtained from the Clerk’s Office. Commissioner Ricks made a motion to approve the 

personnel actions except the Assessor’s Office, which will need further discussion.   

Commissioner Smith seconded and voting was unanimous.  

 

Brent Saurey/ Sherry Arnold - Tax Issues/Cancellation Request: 

 Landon Kesler was not in attendance.  Sherry stated Mr. Kesler would like relief on the 

late penalties and interest.  Zion’s Bank does pay the earliest of the three delinquent 

years.   

 Kent Arnold, from Arnold Press, was present to discuss a payment plan with 

Commissioners. 

 Commissioners asked Brent to contact Jean Peterson to better understand her questions 

and concerns and to help her better understand exactly what has happened. 



3 | Page 

 A trailer house owned by Doug Smith was removed and property taxes will need to be 

cancelled.  Madison County Safe House is exempt from taxes. As per Brent, the taxes are 

cancelled from the date of purchase. The County now owns it, and it will be exempt from 

taxes.   

 Roger and Kristina Peterson would like to apply for a Homeowners Exemption. The 

County needs to do an inspection on this home and talk to neighbors concerning property 

use. 

 Commissioner Smith made a motion to accept the tax cancellations (except for Peterson). 

Commissioner Weber seconded and voting was unanimous. 

 Commissioners would like Brent and Sherry to prepare a form for requests for property 

tax cancellations.   Such a form would include history and other circumstances related to 

the request and would also include a clarification of exactly what is being requested and 

the recommendation, if any, of the elected officials.  

 

Victor Mendoza - Ordinance #391/Comp Plan & Zone Change:  
Brent McFadden presented permits for the Commissioners to review on the Mendoza property. At 

the present time, there are three businesses on the same road.  Commissioner Ricks made a 

motion to sign Ordinance #391.  Commissioner Smith seconded and voting was unanimous. 

 

There was a discussion on a property by the river, just off Moody Highway in the county. There 

is still work being done on a property, previously asked by Brent, from Planning & Zoning to 

cease and desist until they have their permits in place.  Brent will check to see if they have done 

more work.  As per Troy Evans, this offense can be prosecuted. 

 

The Zone dance last Friday is alleged to have lasted until 1:30 a.m. Saturday morning.  There are 

further allegations of alcohol and unacceptable noise.    

 

Kirk Mace - Wellness Challenge Request: 

Kirk discussed the next biggest loser contest beginning January 9, 2014 and stated the 

participation level increased when the Commissioners put in the incentive of comp time. 

 

Mike Berger, from Anytime Fitness, was also present.  Mike presented a very impressive package 

for the county.  

 

Mike Walker -  New Ambulances: 

Mike requested permission to order two new ambulances.  The ambulances will be ordered now 

for delivery in March and were included in the budget. There was discussion of where the old 

ambulances may go. Commissioner Ricks made a motion to approve the purchase of the 

ambulances. Commissioner Weber seconded and voting was unanimous. 

 

Public Comment: 

Rodney Lusk gave a report on the Board Meeting.  Commissioner Smith would like to expand the 

usage at the fairgrounds and absolutely not push the horse people out. There will be meetings 

with the Fair Board.  

 

Kelly McKamey discussed the expansion of Medicaid. Kelly asked Commissioners to urge the 

legislators to vote against it.  He also asked Commissioners about their stand on the new Urban 

Renewal District. No formal recommendation has been received from the Redevelopment Board; 

therefore the Commissioners have not taken a position.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
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Dave Walrath -Thornton Property Transfer: 

Dave received appraisals from the Assessor near the Thornton overpass property. They are higher 

than expected, but there is no other way to legally assess the property. If property owners are 

willing to contribute enough funds to cover the assessed value, we might be able to pave the road 

they have requested.  

 

Requests for information and proposals will be out for the 2014 Transportation Plan.  The 

alignment of properties was discussed on the interchange.     

 

Sherry Arnold/Brent Saurey – Work Meeting/Tax Cancellation Process: 
Early discussion creating a standard Property Tax Cancellation Request form was continued.  

Sherry and Brent will prepare a draft form. 

 

County Surveyor Discussion: 

Mayor Woodland, John Millar and Matt Nielsen, from the City of Rexburg, Craig Rindlisbacher, 

Brent Saurey and Brent McFadden were present for this discussion.  Craig presented paperwork 

showing county control that illustrates property lines that are not consistent with actual ownership 

property lines. A surveyor could be hired to mark the corners, monument them and make the 

mapping correct.  Craig got pricing to reestablish the corner, monument and make it more useful 

and found it is quite expensive if a sub-contractor is hired.  Craig feels the process of establishing 

subdivisions could be streamlined and made better and thought the survey position could be 

combined with several other positions and resources to make the position pay off.  Matt Nielson 

presented cost comparisons of different hiring options for the GIS department, and the City would 

share this employee with the County.       

 

Commissioner Ricks made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 5:20 p.m.  Commissioner Weber 

seconded and voting was unanimous. 

  

 

 

Approved: 

 

   Kimber Ricks, Commission Chairman 

   Jon Weber, Commissioner    

   Todd Smith, Commissioner 


