
Abbreviated Minutes:  Complete Minutes Are On File In The Clerk's Office 

Madison County Commissioners  

Meeting Minutes 

   MAY 13, 2013                       8:00 AM                                 COMMISSIONERS’ ROOM  

 

 

ATTENDEES 
Commissioners:  Chairman Kimber Ricks,  Jon Weber and Todd Smith  

Deputy Prosecuting Attorney: Troy Evans  

County Clerk:  Kim Muir 

 

AGENDA TOPICS 
 
Health and Welfare (Indigent Clerk Elizabeth Boyce): 
Commissioner Ricks made a motion to go into Executive Session at 8:07 a.m. pursuant to Idaho 
Code 67-2345 (1)(d) exempt records. (Commissioner Ricks-yes, Commissioner Weber-yes, 
Commissioner Smith-yes) Commissioner Ricks returned to Open Session at 8:36 a.m.  
Commissioner Ricks made a motion to sign Determination to Approve on Case Nos. 2013021, 
2013024, 2013026 and 2013027, sign Liens on Case Nos. 2013029, 2013030, 2013031, 2013032, 
2013033 and 2013034, sign Partial Lien Release on Case No. 2009015 and sign a Lien Release on 
Case No. 2013022.  Commissioner Smith seconded and voting was unanimous.  
 
County Business: 
Committee and Board Reports: 

 Calendar items:  Budget and levy training will be May 14th, in Idaho Falls at 8:30 a.m.  
BOE training will be May 22nd in Idaho Falls.  Eastern Idaho Solid Waste meeting will be 
May 30th in Rexburg.  Also discussed were upcoming Envision Madison meetings. 

 Commissioner Smith made a motion to approve the claims presented by the clerk. 
Commissioner Ricks seconded and voting was unanimous.    

 Review and sign:  Commissioner Smith made a motion to approve the Alcoholic Beverage 
license for Wingers in Rexburg. Commissioner Weber seconded and voting was 
unanimous. 

 Commissioner Weber made a motion to approve the Commission Meeting Minutes for 
April 22, 2013.  Commissioner Smith seconded and voting was unanimous.  
Commissioner Weber made a motion to approve the Special Meeting Minutes for May 3, 
2013.  Commissioner Ricks seconded and voting was unanimous.   

 Centennial Updates – Vickie Grover, Shauna Ringel and Jace Kellogg were present.  The 
Upper Valley Women’s Centennial Choir concert is tonight at the tabernacle at 7:30 p.m.  
Deadwood Dick tryouts are this week.  Jace Kellogg came into the meeting to give an 
update on the advertising budget. The Standard Journal has been very gracious to help 
out the committee.       

 Capital for a Day is June 7th.  Kelly Pierce, head of Building Safety, will be coming with the 
Governor’s staff.  Brent McFadden was present and was asked to have a representative 
in attendance.   
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 Planning & Zoning Appointments:   Commissioner Smith made a motion to replace Kay 
Burrell with Mark Hansen on the Planning & Zoning Commission.  Commissioner Weber 
seconded and voting was unanimous.  

 Val Moss paving issue and Family Crisis Center were discussed.   

 Commissioner Weber made a motion to approve installation of a FedEx drop box in the 
parking lot of the Administration Building.  Commissioner Smith seconded and voting was 
unanimous. 

 
Personnel Actions: 
Commissioner Weber made a motion to approve the personnel actions.  Commissioner Smith 
seconded and voting was unanimous. 
              
Brent McFadden – Review and Sign Fish and Game Contract: 
Commissioner Ricks made a motion to sign the Master Cooperative Agreement with Fish and 
Game.  Commissioner Smith seconded and voting was unanimous. 
 
The Brad Wolf flood insurance issue was discussed.  Madison County has completed all it can do 
in this matter.  If he desires to fix the description behind his home, he will need to pay someone 
to fix it.    
 
Mosquitos have already been seen this season.  Brent is staffed and his department is out 
spraying.  Brent’s departments take care of all grounds in the county except for the fair grounds.   
The airport grounds also need to be taken care of.     
 
Heather Allen/Sandy Albertson – Tax Exemption: 
Heather stated the land was purchased from her parents and did not know about the 
exemption.  Both Heather and Sandy feel the bedrooms in both homes were overstated.  The 
home was built in 2010.  Brent will look into the matter.   
        
Brent Saurey/Sherry Arnold – Tax Issues: 
Sherry presented a Warrant of Distraint on 5 Buck Pizza’s personal property tax.  There are 
many liens ahead of us, and we will probably not see the money.   Commissioner Weber made a 
motion to cancel the tax on Five Buck Pizza as they are out of business, and it is all personal 
property.  Commissioner Smith seconded and voting was unanimous.   
 
Upper Valley Industries is requesting an exemption on the entire property. A portion of their 
property is being rented to The Zone. Brent’s understanding is that the square footage in the 
building should be taxed.  Mike O’Bleness feels they are in the appropriate zone to be exempted 
for this property.  They are renting 31% to a commercial venture on a tax exempt property, and 
they are a charitable 501C(3).  The issue is whether recreational activities would be exempted- 
creating recreational activities for youth.  They are working with TRPTA, EICAP and others to 
give assistance to struggling businesses.  He gave out copies of their annual audit, and further 
research is needed. 
  
Brent presented church, BYU-I, Development Company and other miscellaneous exempt 
properties, and they were reviewed.  Church farms have been in question in a few Idaho 
counties and a court ruling shows that the farms now pay taxes.  Lots without an actual church 
building on the site remain as religious properties and are exempt.  The farms would be zoned 
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agricultural and would not have much taxable value. Brent reviewed grassy parcels on College 
Avenue and compared it to similar properties in the county.  It was suggested that we have BYU-
I state their intended use.  Brent’s recommendation is that it was exempt last year, and it should 
be exempt this year.     
 
The Development Company still has four properties.  Commissioner Ricks would like to have Ted 
Hendricks come in to let us know of any changes in 2013.  There is a possibility of 30% taxation 
on several buildings.   
 
Commissioner Ricks made a motion to approve the exemptions for all church owned properties 
in the County.  Commissioner Weber seconded and voting was unanimous.  Commissioner Smith 
made a motion to deny the exemptions for Appletree Daycare Center.  Commissioner Ricks 
seconded and voting was unanimous. Brent will invite Ted in to discuss the other properties 
owned by The Development Company. Commissioner Weber made a motion to approve the 
applications for tax exemptions on the university properties.  Commissioner Smith seconded and 
voting was unanimous. 
 
Commissioner Ricks made a motion to approve the tax exemption on the Eastern Idaho Special 
Services property.  Commissioner Weber seconded and voting was unanimous. 
 
Commissioner Ricks made a motion to approve the tax exemption for Four Paws.  Commissioner 
Smith seconded and voting was unanimous. 
 
The Flight School was discussed.  Brent will ask them to come in and present their tax exemption 
request.  Commissioner Smith made a motion to approve the action for exemptions for Laveryl 
Jones, from the Shumway Academy, and the Friendship Club.  Commissioner Ricks seconded and 
voting was unanimous. 
 
Brent commented on the cell towers.  They will be considering all cell towers as personal 
property.   
 
Dawn Reynolds – VEBA Plan Design Documentation/Approve Resolution #362/Review 
Exhibit/Discuss Capping The HRA: 
Commissioner Weber made a motion to sign the VEBA Resolution #362.  Commissioner Smith 
seconded and voting was unanimous.  
 
Rudy Ballard – Insurance Update: 
Rudy was present to give results of blood draws, rate history and our renewal.  The blood draw 
was very successful.  Dawn does a good job of coordinating.  There were 59 at risk of Metabolic 
Syndrome which is higher risk for diabetes, high cholesterol, heart attack or stroke.  Some were 
given a personal phone call letting them know of potential high risk situations. Blue Cross 
announced an increase of 60-80% for groups that are not grandfathered. Rudy also presented 
information showing loss ratio and renewal information.     
 
Geri Rackow/Eastern Idaho Public Health – New Role:  
Geri wanted to make sure things were running well between the County and Health Districts.  
She reported that the three day emergency preparedness event went very well.  Public Heath 
has a good partnership with BYU-I and our community.  Margo McFadden and Kathleen Pierce 
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are our local nurses that serve us very well.  She would like to meet twice a year to present 
budgets and bring staff to present topics that they are working on.  Geri explained that they 
receive state appropriations, county contributions and payments from patients.  Fees are at 
market value, but they have increased costs and health insurance costs impacting them also.  
Pertussis vaccinations were in high demand last year. She presented the County Health Ratings 
Comparison showing Madison County at the top.   
 
Public Comment: 
Dan Roberts presented everyone with the book “The 5000 Year Leap”.  He feels there is a big 
leap in technology since the Constitution was written.  He attended the Governor’s Task Force 
on Education and feels we have become what we are today because of our freedoms.  He feels 
the book shows what the proper role of government is and encouraged all to read it.    
 
Scott Smith was also present and wanted to ask some questions.  He attended the Envision 
Madison meeting and the Free Market Enterprise was discussed. Commissioner Weber 
encouraged them to come up with their own questions.   
 
Kirsten & Shane Ruebush - Ordinances Concerning Dwelling per Lot:  
The Ruebush’s discussed Unified Development Code, Chapter 115 of the Madison County Code 
book, section 115-63 Lots, subsection (6), Number of Dwellings.  They feel this ordinance is not 
being administered as written.  Specifically they feel the Conditional Use Permit should be 
issued before construction begins.  Brent McFadden stated that the County position is that the 
permit governs use, not construction, and that use is not always clear at the time of 
construction.   
 
It was agreed that Planning & Zoning should re-look this code section to see if clarifications are 
needed, if it needs to be removed, etc.  It was sent back to Planning & Zoning for further review. 
 
Scott Ellsworth/Jeff Miles/Dave Walrath – LHTAC: 
Commissioner Ricks had some discussions with Jeff regarding the East Parkway Corridor.  The 
planning study is complete for now.  The transportation plan should have this corridor on it and 
should be looked at by Planning and Zoning in any development decisions.  The best process is 
to take the plan study, come up with an environmental document and then start constructing 
the bridge.  Dave would like to update our transportation and capital improvement plan.  Keller 
& Associates will prepare the scope of work.  Dave is putting together proposed projects to ask 
for help with funding.  The first step will be to get together with the two cities and the county to 
work on the transportation plan.   
 
 4300 South Project – Traffic Access Development: 
The following individuals were present:  Courtney Ferguson, Glade Wasden, Mark Hansen, Joel 
Jenkins and Mike Gideon.  The Thornton Interchange and access to property south of Thornton 
to the River was discussed at length.  The consensus is that the County should pursue an option 
that will guarantee reasonable access to commercial property already in place at 4300 South 
and that a longer term strategy be developed to provide for commercial development of all 
properties between Thornton and 4300 South.  Commissioners will further pursue options with 
ITD. 
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Department Head Meeting – Budget Planning:  
Current budget figures were presented by Clerk, Kim Muir.  A medical insurance increase of 16% 
and providing small raises for county employees will consume nearly all of the increase the 
county is allowed. The employees’ portion that they pay on their health insurance will increase 
at the same level as last year because the County cannot absorb the insurance cost increases.  
Taxes on new construction in Urban Renewal Districts do not benefit the general fund; rather 
these taxes go to the Urban Renewal District itself. Department heads were told they will not 
see increases in their C and D budgets due to the tight budget restraints again this year.  These 
line items must stay the same as the last two years.   
 
Commissioner Smith moved to adjourn the meeting at 5:10 p.m.  Commissioner Weber 
seconded and voting was unanimous. 

 
Approved: 

 
   Kimber Ricks, Commission Chairman 
   Jon Weber, Commissioner 
   Todd Smith, Commissioner 


